
An Open Letter to all Zenobia Shrine Hillbillies 
 

Cuzzins, first of all allow me to thank you for being Shrine 
Hillbillies.  You have all done a great job over the years. 
 
I must give you a little history of the Hillbillies which were 
started in the late 1960’s.  At the onset there was a Hillbilly 
News Letter published with frequency, once a month.  There 
has always been a portion of the Initiation Fees that has gone 
to the Imperial Hillbilly Clan, this was in the amount of $10.00 
for which the new member received the Hillbilly News for a 
year.  All members of the Clan could then renew their 
subscription.  All Officers of the Clan are required to maintain 
their subscription.  This $10.00 per subscription funded the 
printing and postage costs of the News Letter with a little left 
over for the Imperial Clan to use. 
 
At this point let me say that the Imperial Hillbilly Officers 
donate their time and efforts without compensation.  The only 
thing they receive is a free ride at the annual International 
Hillbilly Convention, they pay their own travel costs etc., not 
much for all the time and effort they put into the job.  So don’t 
think someone is lining their pockets. 
 
As with everything in Masonry the Hillbillies are suffering from 
dwindling membership, along with the lack of subscription 
renewals, so much so that the Imperial Clan has ceased 
publication of the News Letter.  The high cost of printing and 
mailing has gotten to the point it is no longer viable to 
maintain the News Letter.  There was never a fee for 
advertisements, announcements or anything else one wanted 
to put in the News Letter.  
 
The Imperial Clan has created a web-page which incorporates 
all the features of the printed version of the News Letter, that 
site is http://www.internationalshrinehillbillies.com/  and it is 
free to all.  The web site does cost money to maintain.   
 

http://www.internationalshrinehillbillies.com/


At the last International Hillbilly Convention held in October 
2017 at Sahib Shrine in Sarasota, FL  it was determined to 
ask the membership on a voluntary basis to donate $10.00 per 
year to help maintain the Imperial Hillbilly Treasury.  This 
would cover postage, any office supplies needed, cost of the 
web site and any other sundry items needed.  The $10.00 per 
new member will still be remitted to the Imperial Clan. 
 
I am asking that each member, on a voluntary basis, send a 
check for $10.00. 
 
Made payable to: Imperial Hillbilly Clan  
Placing on the memo line: Donation Clan #75  
Mail to: Mr. Mike Bayse 
            2241 Bishop Hill Rd. 
            Chillicothe, OH  45601 
 
I am well aware that when you joined the Hillbillies it was with 
the promise of a lifetime membership.  And, that promise will 
be kept.  If you don’t want to donate $10.00 nothing will 
happen to you.  If you do donate $10.00 you can always say, “I 
did my part” and feel good knowing you helped. 
 
I will be remitting my $10.00 and feeling good about doing it. 
 
Remember all our efforts and monies go to support the Shrine 
Hospital System. 
 
Honor the Cob…………Catfish Jimmy Snetz, Raban Clan #75 
 
 


